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Under the conditions prevailing in 1933, Everest is impossible
by any route. Under better conditions, when the rocks are free
of snow. Brigadier Norton has shown that it is possible to traverse
the " tiles " with comparative ease. It would appear, however,
that the best route is not to traverse the couloir high, but as low
as possible. Apart from the fact that the general inclination of
the yellow band is slightly concave and that the lower it is traversed
the easier it is, it is better to avoid the steep buttress, and this can
be done by keeping low down and turning it at its base where the
subsidiary couloir bifurcates with the great couloir. If the
subsidiary couloir held good snow, it could then be climbed
direct to the breach, but if it held bad snow, as is extremely
likely, it should be possible to climb the rocks at the side of it,
or alternately to traverse out of it on to the snow ridge bounding
it to the west. Whichever route is followed, something more than
an ordinary effort will be required before easier ground on the
face of the final pyramid is reached.

Wyn Harris has suggested that oxygen apparatus giving off a
large quantity of gas for a short time should be used for this bad
section of the climb. Camp VI should be pitched on the scree
ledge under the first step. Thence carrying oxygen but not using
it, the climber will make a gradually descending traverse across
the yellow band to the great couloir. He will then don the
'apparatus and climb as rapidly as possible to the breach in the
black band. Once through this he will leave his apparatus and
proceed without it. Any oxygen left over could be employed
to help him during the descent. In addition, a long length of
very light cord could be taken and fixed to pitons above and
below the steep 300 feet between the great couloir and the breach :
this might prove invaluable, for there is no doubt that those who
climb Everest even in the best conditions are going to be " all in "
after their tremendous effort. One disadvantage of pitching
Camp VI under the first step is that the exhausted climber
returning from the summit will be required to ascend over 100
feet to the camp ; but this disadvantage will be more than
compensated by the saving of time on the way to the summit and
the carrying of the oxygen apparatus downhill instead of up
before it is used.

Both mentally and physically it is going to require a supreme
effort to climb the last 1000 feet, and anything that can stimulate
the climber's flagging mental and physical energies should be